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Grace George, William A. Brady
and Frances Aymar Mathews
discuss a point in Miss Math-
ews’s play “Pretty Peggy.”

If you kave ever been a member of an
amatsur theatrical company doubtless you
recall the sport of rehearsing a new play
to be produced.

A jolly gathering at the home of some
friend, a large amount of chafing and a
light lunch probably constituted the occu-
pation of the afternoon, and you came
Away amased that professional actors
should réally draw a salary for that sort
of thing.

You will be surprised to hear that no
task in the world really Is much harder
than the task of preparing for a pro-
Tesxlional performance, and that Loth atage
directors and directed dresd rehearsals
ubove any other featurs of thelr work.

The labor of putting on such a pleca as
“Fretty Peggy,’ In which Grace George
Is to be seen here, Is one requiring at least
two woeks of constant attention,

The larger the number of persons em-
ployed und the greater the amount of busi-
nesa to be taught the longer the time
given to preliminary performances. Thus,
4t is more difficult to stage a comic opera
than a romantic drama, and mora difficult
to stage & romantic drama than a farce
comedy.

A capable director, such az Max Free-
man er Frank Hatch, gets as much as
$399 a week for his gervices, but the actors
are not pald anything until after the first
public rendering of plays. In cases In
which the manager of a production is a
man of practcsl experience he often di-
rects reheareals hlimself.

Willlam A. Brady has gn assistant for
those portions of the work which are of
comparatively small importance, but takes
personal charge of the big scenes.

His speclalty Is the handling of crowds

of people and he was responglble for the |

great Bourd of Trade panie In his recent
production of “The Pit" and for (the
famous riot In “Pretty Pegs:"

Al the beginning of u theatrical scason
thers frequently are as many as 20 com-
panies rehearsing In New York

The more fortunate of these work on
the stages of unused theaters, but many
are consigned to balls and ballrooms for
which an enormous rental Is charged

this time of the year.
Sipce produictions’ are belng made con-

etantly, rehearsals go on constantly, but
the majorlty of the annual erop of plays
are prepared for presepntation  between
Au~ust and October.

Aot a play has been accepted by a
ma er the parls are copied, so that each
actor has his gpeeches on A separate man-
uscript. In the old daye the company wos
first convened to hear the play read, us-
uslly by the author, but this practics
has become generally obsolete and nowa-
days the performer, unirss he be one of
the favored few, who ia permitted to take
the plece home over night, gets hi

Is fdea
of what it is all sbout &t a rehearsal.

The first of these means little waork;
ecarcely more than the handing out of
parts and an Informal introduction of the"
members of the organizution to one an-
other, “To-morrow at 10" says the stage
manager, and the pluyera know that the
serious work s about to begin.

*To-morrow al 10," they arrive, fresh
looking and In good spirite, jesting as
they recelve thelr mall from the stage
doorkeeper. Inmide the theater their spir-
fts are dampened. The only light In the
house g afforded by a single cluster of
electric bulbs, under which Is placed the
table bearing the matuscript and a chair
for the director,

The anuditorium looks ke & huge black
cave, from whick the white-cloaked seats
rear themselves llke ghosts of the pleas-

ure-aeekers who occupled them a few
hours ugo, It is unbearably hot.
A force of carpentery, bilssfully indif-

ferent to what I3 going on about them,
hammer and saw with distracting nolse.
The performers walt about for the stage
manager to flulsh g long argument with
the nuthor or the manager. There {s no
place to sit, and they are as tired nu the

.

—XNo Task in the World Is Really
Much Harder Than That of
Preparing for a Professional
Performance.

BCENE ON A “GRAND STAIRWAY' WITH A LADDER UN DERBTUDYING THE STAIR

slage manager is angry when the rehear-
sal begins,

At last It does begin.

“First act,” cnes the stage manager.

Those person= who are on the stage at
the rise of the curtaln step into thelr
viaces. The scene begins. There is no set-
ting: nothing but the bare walls of the
theater and the force of carpenters.

The players are tuld that they are sup-
IID:N’"] 1o be in a public street in Paris or
n the greenroom of Covent Garden The-
.’Hvr.ri[lut credulity is stretchied in realiz-
iy this

It is Impoasible to work up any enthusl-
arm becauee evervhody ls readlng his or
her part, and reading it with the slowness
and badness born of unfamiliarity.

Nevertheless, the stage munager Is suf-
ficlently heartless to express energetic dis-
siatisfaction with the rehearsal, “Go over
It again.,”” he saye. They do go "over it
rgain—und again, and vet agein. Each
time the stage manager devises some new
buriness. He l= responsible for as much
of the action of the plece as the author Is
of the dinlogue. and frequently he alters

WAY,
even speeches to make them suit “the me-
tion to the work."”

At the fifth repetition the author. the
star, the manager and the stage manager
Lecoma Involved in a discussion ns to
whether the scene 18 worth while anyway.
Pending the settlement of the guestion
the tired company stands about in varfous
atthudes of weariness. Finally it Iz con-
cTuded to change the situntion, the author
makes n note of what I8 required and the
neat scene s wken up

Durire this next scens the star moay be
suppoged to stand on o balcony or a stalr-
case,

Thers belnz no baleony or staircass, she
{s poerched on a shaky stepladder. where
vhe occuples a most uncomfortable posl-
tion for half an hour or more.

At the end of this time an important
dramutic episode comes up.  The /mpres-
serio takes churge, his coat off. his hat
jomaned over his eves. Not thrice nnly
hie go over the scene, hut a dozen
the twelfth time finding the actors

pihing on the floor in utter wearir
He Iz an exceptional stage mannger w

Ao

is not sufficleatly tired Ly now fo be in
an exceedingly nasty humer, In wilch
case his sarcism hielps no litle in making
things unpléasa
At 2 o'clock there Is & fiflean-minute in-
termigsion for lunch, and they the re-
hearsp, is contivued until & or T o'clock.
The company departs to spend the night
studying lines, having been instructed to
be “letter perfect In the ®irst act to-mor-
row,” aund to arrange such details as cus-
temes aml make-up. )
Three wecks of this snrt of thing brings
the 1\\"‘fil‘R(‘ company to o final Jdress re-

hesreal—iha  heart-breaking  afalr at
which every one s ¢ inc.mnitent, the
play Impossible, the oy poseoused of
a 'Ii.lnl.;a-:aml devils and the work of almost

a manth to hav= resulted in nothing,

A hundred dress rehearsalas cqunls ons fit
of lunacy. ‘The players are hanled over
the coals without mercy #nd depart to
astonish themselves the nigat following,
when keyed up to the highest piteh, by
giving a perfect performaaze,

It 15 not an uvnusunl thine feor a dress
rehearsal to last sixteen hours at a stretch,

GREAT SARDINE CATCHES
ALONG THE PACIFIC COAST.

Fortanes Come o lfal‘l}nrnla Fisher-
men as uu-l-.‘ l‘;;’!‘llcll Source
a2,

REPURLIC SIPECIAL.

Bam» Francisco, Feb. 13—From the coasts
of France comes & wall that the sardine
fisheries have falled, and from the shores
of Callfornle stories of an unprecadented
ﬁ' f“'".'rhe channel between Cataling and

it Pedro Is falrly swarming with sar-
dines. 1If the water were --lﬁy oll they
would be ready for immediate exports-
tlon, so closely ars they packed by the
hand of nnture,

Tha water s fairly black with them in
huge splotches that can be plainly seen
by passing vessels, And passing vessels
do thelr best to avold these sp
they have not found that sardine
1 with their inner mecha
inly the boats engnged In the fishing
gt in among the fish, and they send out
Inte the thick of + flsh small boats that
hauve no inner works.

The flsh are cavght in a great purse net,
nenrly LOW feet n clreumference, It f«
drawn up very much 65 . man draws his
tobaecco  pouch, but it tukes block zand
tiickle (o do . When the mouth of the
purse is about forty fect wide the scoops
Are brought into p?ﬂ)" Then the work is
furt nad ferlous.  The scoops hold about
# bushel, and they dip down into the net
and dump thelr wriggling load to box-

about 12 feet sgquare and
the

like sections,
perhaps 1§ inches deep, into which
deck of the fishing vesscls Is divided.

Two men work the scopp, while the rest
of the crew spreads the shinlng gold and
silver shower of flsh out Into even layers
and covers them with salt.

All fishermen =ay that they have never
#ern anyihing ke this year's run of fish.
The vesselz come In packed to thelr ut-
mast capacity, the tish squirming and flop-
ping over the sides, the men standing
knee-deep in fish,

Sometimes srals are caught In the purse
nel. Seals and sen gulls are regarded as
tha best friend of the flshermen, for they
ehow where the fivh are. In some places
the yellow talls also prey on the sardines

Al these places, for an acre or more
around, there is seen o great foam. It
risps upon the surfnce like the furious
vhop-chopplng of the channel waves, Tt
can be seen for miles, and is a sure =lgn
of sardines trying to escape thelr cfnemy.
In such places yellow tuils, too, wure
caught,

Over two tons were taken In onn place
near Catalina recently, Old tishermen say

that the fish dre all oul of =eason. Thera
seems lo Le soms  disturbing  Influence,
pos=ihly a lick fordd, in the places

med to feed, driv-
fie congt wWalers

there has never he-
1 of surdines to the
walers, 50 that o the
Bohemian, who loves his mid-
night lonch, the tuichelor maid and the
boarding-schiool girl, who ke to pienie at
impossible liours, can probally get thelr
supply of sardines as usunl, and ut about

where thes

the usual prices, unless they Insist on the
imported varlety—in which case, ng they
will probably bave heen  imported to
Franee and then imported back to Ameri-
ca, the price will be high because, “the
sardine fisherica have falled this year,
You know.™
- ——m— —

APOPLEXY’S VICTIM BURNED.

Aged Man, Holding Lamp, Is
Smothered in Flames.

REPUBLIC SI'ECIAL

Philndelpnia, Feb, 13.—Stricken hy apo-
rlexy and so powerless to extingulsh a fire
which he had atarted by dropping @ lamp,
aged Georze Buck was smothered to death
In the flame= which demaged his home at
No. I3 Ritter #treet.

Hiz bodv was found by firemen, Iyving
partly under hiz hed. and, frantle with
fear in an adjoining room, v his wife,

it phare of
e amned its con-

whom the firemen ©f
siafely. The loss on the h
tents e $520907

e dead man, ‘\illml'n to ull In

tha nelghborhoo 10c Fuek.” had

ones bheen dye ired thras yoars

agon, at whirh + he married, his wife

beine ecight ve # junlor. She wus o

widow and he o W

The wife knew nothi of the fire. al-
_T

adine rap

though the fames wen
until Emil

to ol pueris of the Hitle Bom
Enelemann and William M rithy snw
the flame=, and foreed nn entrance through
indow. FWollowed by the fitemen, they
pil throngh the smoke-filled Lalls and
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Exactly as shown in the pic-
ture—at “The Union” for

Balance 5c a Week.

A beauty, isn't it? And just
as good as it looks, We have
just 50 of them—rich, mas-
sive dressers, in golden oak
finish—great, biz 42-inch
base, and upper drawer is
full swell front—the mir-
ror is particularly large,
measuring 21x30 inches—
dresser is made in the very
best manner_ throughont
and never equaled under
£24.00. Just for excifement,
we offer them this week ($1
cash and 30¢ a week) at
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$15.50

1

the Complete
Bedroom Outfits

Which we offer at
£30.75; on easy terms

$3.00 Cash

and $1.00 a week,

FChey include Ded,
gpring and matiress,
dresser, washstamd,
chiffonier, rocvker,
clhiair, center table,
window ghade, lace
curtains and room-
size rug, worlh $t0.

...FREE...

“Furnished Room for
Rent” signs free 1o
all who ask for them
at The Union,

CASH O
- CREDIT

OUT OF THE HIGH-
RENT DISTRICT.
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‘HOUSE FCURNlSHINE

NOT IN THE HIGH-
PRICE CLIQUE.

TO SAVE “DOROTHY Q@” HOUSE.

Appeal Made for Funds to Pre-
serve Historie Mansion.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL
Boston, Feb. 13.—An appeal has heen i=-
surd for the preservation of the Edmund
Quiney house, commonly known as the
“Dorothy Q. House." at Quincy, Mass

This famous dwelling, so closely Identl-
fied with the eariy history of the coun-
try, may soon be torn down.: This house.
it portion of it being built in 1636, has for
more than two centuries seen witnou s

;alls some of the most famous men aml
en of Massachusetts,

Here was born “Dorothy Q."
Holmes's poem, here John Hancock enme
courting beautiful Dorathy Quincy. amnd on
the walls of the north parlor still remains
the quaint wall paper, imported from
Parls In anticlpation of thelr wodding.
Here came John Adams and Iater John
Qulney Adams, Benjamin Franklin anld
many of the revolutionary puatriots o par-
take of it= hospitallty.

The house Is most picturesquely sltwit
standing upon the high roud, amd casil
necessible 10 visitors. Singuls st
it happens that thry
the mansion have p
teration. amd It remalne to-

of Doctor

without al-
1¥ eXaclly as
It wax in nre-rovolutionnry. dave.

By the norih slde of the house runs 1

e

brook. alluded to by Judge Soewall In his
dinry. Mareh, 15IL when, after o Jo ey
“tn Dralntree.” he turmsl in “to Cougsin

Quinsey and lodged In the chamber next

the brooke.'”
Panter

another chamber, stlil nearer the

ided for the celehirntod tu-
e L, which Colonel Quiney
erocted for the vse of that celobrated man,
who was for over half a century a tutor

wt Hasvard College.  The stiedy uged by
him s sritl shoan ln the mansion.
The honusss belongs o BReverem? 13 AL

Wilson, who, having removed to Brooklyn.

was obliged a year azo to offor it for sale.
The Lind has been cut up Into house lots
and must be sold

The purpose of the appeal Is Lo try to
arouse in the hearts of Massachusetts men
and women, to whom the history of their
country i dear, a =ense of thelr duty to
fo'ure generations to preserve this his-
toric dwelling,

The amount needed to purchasa the
property = $8.000, If this ean be secured
the estate will be held by a Board of
Trustess. and the preservation of the
house farever assured, as the rental from
a portlon of it will suffice for its mainte-
nance., Chirles Prancis Adams hns con-
tributed $5M for 1= purchase, HEilen C. do
Q. Woodbury $100, and Josiah H. Quincy

€0,

SENTENCED TO WASH FACE.

Judge Told Woman She Remind-
ed Him of Soap Advertisement,

REPUBLIC FPECIAL

Omunba, Febo 13—A penalty unique in the
annuanls of thy Police Court was Imposed
on Iitty Willlhms for vagrancy aad ne-
glect to wash her [ice. The woman was
gentenced to the clty jall for twenty days
and ordered to take a bath every (‘nr,
Kitty's appearanee as ghe st before

nd the court of the advertise-
e your soap ten ¥ ¥ RO
d mno  other sinee’ said
“When did you wash your

ave e
jerka.

wn wdmitted that It was about
e months ago, she had lost track of

e exact date,

She dldn't ke Lo

when

ZErn,
“The sentencs of the osurt will be that

A wurm

wash In cold wialer
thy thermometer registered below

¥ou bw provided with cell for

FOR HEALTH'S SAKE

I9¢ THE PERFECT LAXATIVE MINERAL WATER 1O¢

twenty days, a scrub brush and a cake of
zoap,’” sald the Judge, “and further that
the jaller see to It that you take a bath
once a day.”

FEARED HE'D DIE, AND DID.

Man Succumbed to Heart Diseasd
After Predicting Death.

REPITBLIC SPECTAL.
Philadelphia.Feb. 13.—Peler Rittenhouse,
guperintendent of the Falrhill Ressryolr at
Sixth wstreet nnd Lohigh avenue, died at
his home within an hour after he had told
his wife that his end was near.
ittenhouse was & victim of heart dls-

ease, After arising he complained to his
wife that ho was feeling {IL
“This illness," said Rittenhouse, *“will

probaubly be the last T will ever have,

fear the attack will kill me."
Rittenhouse wns 68 years and a brother

of Lieutepant Rittenhouse of the Clty Hal

Guards. He took charge of the
Reservolr many years ago.
&
Cost $12 te Slap Newshoy, ™M
1

REPUBLIC SPECTAL.

Wlikesbarre, Pa., Fecb. 121t cost J, T

Try 312 costs and a lecture by Aldermgan

Donohun to nlu{3 an enterprial NEWSDOY,
a

Lehig ey Statlon. & NoWA=
boy shouted, *Paper, mister,” thres timeg
at ¥Fry, and ¥Fry, annoyed, slapped him,

The youngster hurried (o Alderman Donos

hue and bad a warrant Issued. g
—— e — . 3

Hunger Made Her Steal, B |
REPUBLIC BPECIAL s

New York, Fob. I-':,—-('r'_'n1r.l!& Sran!m
the young woman who stole n pocket
-'nr.i.)almm; $15 and w Jlamond ring worth
0 from another girl boentse

fainting with hunger, was discharged b
the Jefferson Market Courl.
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